
Baranduda Social Ride – 11 5 08 
By Micheal Loughlin 

 
I decided to do a social ride with AWCC and the 
Baranduda ride looked interesting, especially a long 
climb advertised. 
 
I arrived at the meeting place at 10am where I met the 
other riders (Dan- Kona, Jayne- Giant, Grant- 
Cannondale, Bass- Giant, Sean- GT, Sam- Jamis, Dave- 
GT, Dave- ?, Paul- Specialized, Leonie- Specialised, 
Ellie?-? and Myself- Soma) and we sorted out the cars 
for a shuttle. 
 
We got to the start where Dan told us about the ride, having ridden it a couple of evenings 
beforehand, and it sounded good but didn't have the 
long climb I was looking forward to. We split up 
into two groups with the ladies riding a bit slower, 
dropping behind, although not for long with Sean's 
rear tyre losing air. His pump wasn't working so I 
got mine out and the ladies had caught us. A bit of a 
missed turn followed before hitting some nice 
singletrack leading to the Baranduda Trail. The 
ladies decided to hang around this area instead of doing the whole ride. 
 



An undulating firetrail with steepish ups to get us puffing hard and some fast descents ensued 
with some shanks pony being used (Dave on the GT did a great job 
with his smallest chainring being a 26 or maybe a 28). There were a 
few conversations about gear ratios after some of the climbs with 
my 22/34 being a real winner with the steep ascents. Along the way 
we came across a couple of 4WDs, the second one very patient 
waiting for all of us to finish off a long climb. After this climb we 
had some longer descents with Baz having a moment on a waterbar 
turning his bike into a unicycle for a bit. These descents were a lot 
of fun with riders zig zagging from side to side of the fire trail (I 
was at least as I tend to let the bike go where it wants).  
 

 
We came close to the end of the ride and Paul mentioned a steep bit of singletrack. A bit of a 
confab and Dave- GT took the fire road to the cars while the rest of us decided to take the 
steep descent on. This was the highlight for me; pretty much 
straight down and rocky (not very sustainable, as mentioned by 
Dan, but a lot fun) with the brakes getting a real workout as the 
smell attested. At one point Grant pulled over and I joined him 
to watch the others come down a particularly fun bit. Grant 
regretted this a bit as he was standing on a bull ant nest and got 
bitten. It was good fun watching the others descend with a bit 
fear on faces and a fair amount of skill on show dodging the 
rocks. I particularly watched Dave come down because he had 
the least experience with such descents and he took it on with a 
bit of panache. 
 
We came to the end of the singletrack and after a bit of a chat with Paul we headed to the 
right where we expected the cars to be and came to a fence we weren't really expecting. We 
saw a trail though so jumped the fence and another and another as we headed cross country 
until we came to the fire road we were parked on. I was following Sam and for awhile I didn't 
think he was going to stop before a gate as he had a lot of speed up, but he did. 
 
About a 20km ride, mainly on fire road, a few minor offs on the steep down, a flat tyre for 
Sean and a wicked descent near the end. A good day for all I believe, no long climb as 
advertised (ed. Sorry about the expectation of a long climb but after checking it out we 
decided that we should cater for the masses and skip the climb, most would have had to walk 
a lot of it) but plenty of shorter steep ones, and I look forward to the ride at Livingstone 
(mostly singletrack) that I will lead for the club. 


