AWMTB

Minutes for the general meeting on 1/12/09
Meeting opened 6:45pm

Meeting 11 2009 Commercial Club Albury
Attendees: Danny King, Jayne Grubitts-King, Andrew Edwards, Mark Sullivan, Brad Spinelli, David Schilg, Matt Hamblin, Eliot van Brummelen, Greg Boyall, Matthew Vogel.

Apologies: Andrew Bassingthwaite.

Business Carried Over

1.

None
New Business

1. Brad Spinelli
As yet no response from Albury City Council regarding Sport and Recreation Grant  which was submitted last month.

BBQ and club presentation will be held Saturday 12th of December at the Pizza Oven located at Hovel Tree Park. Brad will sort all food on Saturday morning.

Social ride will leave the park at 4:30pm and requires at least three people to lead it. Brad will require help at about the same time to set up and prepare. Rest of the festivities will begin at approximately 6pm.

Activities will include cycle related kids games and Brad thinks he has booked Santa to drop in from the North Pole at some stage throughout the night.

Presentation of club number plates will then occur followed by the announcement of club champions. 

Discussion of whether new awards would be given this year took place and the following was decided. An award for the most improved junior and the senior rider would be given. Mark agreed to seek sponsorship for these perpetual awards. 

It was also agreed to present the “Editors Choice Award”, a perpetual award given to the newsletter contributor that was deemed by Ant and Elliot to have written the most outstanding article to have appeared in this year’s On the Hammer. The aim of this is to encourage continued newsletter contributions. It was agreed that a suitable prize would be a 12 month subscription to Mountain Bike Australia magazine.  

Committee will determine recipients through email prior to Presentation night.
2. Mark Sullivan

Has recently researched the age span of MTBA race coverage and found it to be from 5 to 85 years of age. There is a $5 participation license for sub juniors.

A person that incurred further medical costs as a result of a fall at the recent DH race has inquired to Mark whether they may claim on these costs through the MTBA day license. Mark was informed that to the best of everyone’s knowledge no such cost were recoverable, and that the day license only covers 3rd party damage and expenses and is a waiver to race organizers.

3.
Andrew Edwards 
Andrew initiated discussion on whether next years club championships should include more races, possibly adding a crit and an enduro. Some variations of this were discussed, as was the possibility of changing the points scoring to reward those that attended all events. Consensus was that it is worth considering, but not at the present time.

4.
Danny King
Danny reported that it has been a very successful racing year, with increased participation in all race formats. Highlighted by 52 riders competing in the final XC club championship race. A good course was set out, and some appreciated the portaloo. Dirt Crits have been attracting 20 riders each week, with the last event to be held on the 9th of December.
Preliminary Race Calendar for the first half of 2010
January
7pm Saturday 30th at Tafe area, short dirt crit style event. May trial some of the obstacles envisioned for the MAC 10 short course. Check with Kaliana regarding insurance, permission and access for this event.
February
MAC 10 (as yet no sponsor for the short course)

March
XC scratch race

April
90 minute enduro night race

May
Nail Can Hill race (new finish location and back to a Sunday event to be held in conjunction with the run). 


Beechworth – Yackandandah  to be held on the 9th . This will be held in conjunction with the Chain gang, but the level of our involvement is yet to be ironed out. It is a possibility that this race may become the Chain gang’s leg of the RAMBO series.

June
3 hr Twilight   
July

Our RAMBO race.

A longer point to point race was mooted by some within the club, utilizing much of Nail Can and beyond. A small meeting was held with virtually no one showing up, and it was determined that it would be too much work for the club, in terms of attaining clearance, marshalling and route marking. While it would be a fantastic event, at this stage it will not be happening at nail can. Barranduda is another option as it is more contained, but put on hold for the present time.

5. Greg Boyall

Reported there has been little to no feed back from other clubs within the RAMBO collective. Some feed back regarding RAMBO and some addition thoughts suggest that Mount Beauty and Bright might like to hold their events earlier in the year to avoid both wet whether and Snow season clashes. As mentioned above the Chain gang may hold Beechworth to Yackandandah as their RAMBO leg. Greg will pursue this further.

6. Dave Schilg
Dave has completed a number of small trail improvements around the tracks. These focus mostly on improved water shedding and drainage. Works have occurred on Trail Fairy, Penguins and near Reedy. Short sections of trail have been closed on Range Road and the Ridge track, these were both unnecessary single track short cuts.

Discussion regarding the use of treated pine poles as trail margins was had. It was determined that such material would be avoided where possible and partially buried rocks would be the preferred material for delineating trail margins. It was thought that pine poles were a less natural in appearance. Wood material will still be used to build retaining walls etc where appropriate and necessary.

7. Eliot van Brummelen

Due to lack of time and the holiday/festive season Eliot questioned whether it would be appropriate to combine the December and January editions of On the Hammer to be released just prior to Christmas. All in attendance agreed.

8. Matt Hamblin

Hamblin Hire has generously decided to donate to the club one of the older Portaloo’s, and are happy to have it periodically pumped out free of charge. They are also willing to store the unit on their land. All in attendance were very appreciative of this offer and happily accepted it. The club will look at purchasing a 6x4 trailer to transport and mount this unit upon. This trailer will then require some minor modification (which Matt again offered his services to do) and will need to be stored at another location.

Meeting closed at 8:40pm.

Next meeting to be held at the Commercial Club Sports Lounge at 6:30 pm on Tuesday the 2nd of February. (No club meeting during January).   
